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On 28 March 1982, I led a group from the University of Minnesota on a birding
foray to Kings Mountain State Park in western York County, S.C. Most of the park, with
the exception of creek bottomlands, is covered by mesic upland mixed hardwood/pine
forest with rather limited understory and shrub growth.
While spotting ducks from the patio south of the Crawford Lake bathhouse, near
the park's center, we saw a robin-sized bird fly onto a bare branch about 4 m above our
heads. Based upon its size and erect posture, it appeared to be a large flycatcher (either a
Myiarchus or a Tyrannus). At first glance I thought it was a Great Crested Flycatcher (M
crinitus) because of a yellowish cast to its belly. However, I noted a light-colored throat
that contrasted with the yellowish belly, just the opposite effect of what is typical of
Great Crested Flycatchers. As the bird moved slightly on its perch, it revealed white
outer tail feathers. After the bird moved higher in the tree, we looked at it through 7X
binoculars at a distance of 6 m for about a minute. At that time, two of the students said
that the bird appeared to be a Western Kingbird (T verticalis), and I concurred.
As a second party of observers approached, the bird flew to the north, and a second
flycatcher which may have been perched nearer the lakeshore, joined it in a tree about
30 m from us in open woods. White outer tail feathers showed on both birds as they flew,
and the second party agreed with our initial identification. Conditions were essentially
perfect for observing. The sky was clear and the sun was low to our side as we looked at
the first bird in partial shade at about 1000.
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Although Western Kingbirds are not rare along the South Carolina coast in fall,
inland records are decidedly rare (Sprunt and Chamberlain 1970). The only previous
spring report for the state appears to be one bird seen at Folly Island on 14 June 1980
(Forsythe and Cornwell 1980). To the best of my knowledge, the York County birds
represent the first spring sighting of the species from the South Carolina piedmont.
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